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mittee, he stumped the States of Illinois, Iowa, 
Nebraska and Wyoming in 1896, part of the 
time speaking with Mr. Bryan from the latter’s 
special train. [le was Chairman of the Utah 
delegation to the Convention held in Chicago 
that year. He submitted the plan for the organiz- 
ation of silver delegates, which was later adopted 
in the convention and which proved so effective, 
surprising the gold delegates by its completeness. 
He also placed in nomination the name of Hon. 
John W. Daniel, of Virginia, for Vice-President, 
making a speech that was highly complimented. 

In December of that year he resigned as Chair- 
man of the Democratic State Committee and an- 
nounced himself as a candidate for the United 
States Senate, withdrawing, however, in favor 
of Hon. Moses Thatcher, before the balloting 
commenced, the conditions at that time impressing 
Judge Powers that it was his duty to do so. 
Nevertheless, during the whole fight, he was voted 
for by Senator Mattie Hughes Cannon. In 1898 
he again became a candidate for United States 
Senator, and was one of the leading candidates 
during the whole session, which resulted in no 
election of a Senator from Utah. 

On August 26, 1899, an attempt was made by 
an ex-conviet, commonly called John Y. Smith, 
to take the life of Judge Powers by an infernal 
machine loaded with giantpowder and fulminating 
caps. ‘Ihe contrivance was ingeniously con- 
structed, but by one of those fortunate mental 
warnings, which baffle description, but which are 
sometimes experienced, Judge Powers did not 
open the box, but turned it over to the police 
who discovered its dangerous character. The 
Governor of Utah offered a-rew ard of five hun- 
d-ed dollars for the arrest and conviction of the 
perpetrato., and he was secured while endeavor- 
His trial was had in December, 
convicted of assault with in- 


ing’ te 


1£99, an 


scape. 


Ie Was 


ten to surder. Phe day after his conviction 
tec. 2d wis life by taking morphine with suicidal 
ycent. After his conviction he confessed his con- 


-setion With the effort to take Judge Power's 

2, bit alleged that he liad an associate. “He 
ajso &tatel that his trie maine Was Louis James, 
ali, thei He was & eotisili af ihe notorious Jesse 
Tames. After his death he was identified by one, 


who knew him in childhood as being what he 
claimed to be, Louis James. 

It is safe to say that during the long period 
of time in which Judge Powers has practiced his 
profession, and among the large and noted cases, 
both civil and criminal, which he has conducted, 
not only in Utah but in the State of Michigan, 
that he has met with more uniform success than 
any other attorney, either East or West; in fact, 
it is very seldom that he ever loses a big case. 
His long and most honorable career in Utah has 
brought him prominently before the people and 
won him a large circle of friends and admirers. 
Personally, he is one of the most genial, pleasant 
gentlemen one would wish to meet, and is in 
large demand where there is any occasion for 
speech-making. 


ANIEL H. WELLS, Deceased. In 
taking a retrospective view of Utah 
during the past half-century, and of the 
men who have been closely identified 
with it through its period of direst 
trouble and hardship, the name of Daniel H. 
Wells stands out in bold relief, and while he has 
passed from earth's scenes, his influence still 
lives and will continue to live for generations 
yet to come. 

Daniel Hanmer Wells was born at Trenton, 
Oneida County, New York, October 27, 1814, 
and was the only son of Daniel and Catherine 
(Chapin) Wells. Our subject’s mother was Mr. 
Well’s second wife, by whom he also had one 
daughter, Catherine Chapin Wells. Mr. Wells 
had five daughters by his first wife, all of whom 
are now dead. He was born at Weathersfield, 
Connecticut, and was descended through Joshua ; 
Joseph, Robert and John from Thomas Wells, 
the first American progenitor, who settled at 
Hartford in 1660, and became the fourth governor 
of Connecticut, and was several times elected al- 
ternately to the office of Governor and Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of that colony. 

Catherine Chapin was the daughter of David 
Chapin, a Revolutionary soldier, and connected 
with one of the oldest ‘and most distinguished 
New England families. He served under the 
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tendent of Public Works he assisted many poor 
families in getting work and becoming independ- 
ent. 

In the Church, President Wells held the offices 
of Elder. Tigh Priest and Apostle. He was 
appointed Second Counselor to President Young 
on January 4, 18357, and in company with Presi- 
dent Young and {Teber C. Kimball visited the 
Saints throughout the State, aiding in locating 
and organizing many settiements. frequently hav- 
ing entire charge of affairs in the absence of 
President Young. His position as onc of the 
First Presidency he occupied until the death of 
President Young, August 2). 1877. ‘Then, the 
Twelve Apostles succeeding to the Presidency, he 
was appointed as Counselor to that Quorum, 
and held the place until his death. In 1864 he 
was sent on a inission to Europe, returning in 
1865, and in 1868 took charge of the Endow- 
where he ministered in the ordi- 
living and the dead for many 


ment house, 
nances for the 
years. 
"On May 3. 1879, he was sent to the penitenti- 
ary for contempt of court in the Miles polygamy 
case, for refusing to disclose the rites of the En- 
dowment house. Being interrogated by the pros- 
ecution in relation to clothing worn in those 
ceremonies, he made the following answer: “T 
decline to answer that question because J am 
under moral and sacred obligations not to answer, 
aud it is interwoven i my character never to 
betrey a friend. a brother, my country, My God or 
mit religion.” He was sentenced to a fine of 
one hundred doliars and imprisormient for two 
days. He paid the penalty and on May 6th was 
escorted from the penitentiary by a procession 
hasiily, but thoroughly organized, of over ten 
thonsand people, carrying barners, ‘mottos, flags 
nod pigns of rejoicing, being one of the most 
po arkable deinunsirations of respect ever wit- 
nessci i auis country. 
ity the Summer of 1876 he was placed in 
2 ef a company 10 visit the newly started 
sjetifg in. Arizona. and in crussine the Colo- 
ies Fiyee HaTPEWTY geCaped drowning, the boat 
capsizing and the whole outfit being swept mway. 
Bishop Roundy, who was one of his companions, 
He again went cn a mission to 


was drowned, 


Furope in 1884, presiding over the European mis- 
sion and visiting the churches throughout the 
3ritish Isles; also Scandinavia, Germany and 
Switzerland, remaining about three years, and on 
his return to the United States visited his rela- 
tives in the East, reaching home ‘in July, 1887. 
When the Manti Temple was dedicated he was 
appointed to take charge, in which work he was 
engaged up to the time of his death, March 24, 
1891. 

Daniel IJ. Wells was the husband of seven 
wives. six of whom survived him, by whom he 
had thirty-seven children, of whom twelve sons 
and twelve daughters are living, and at the time 
of his death left twenty-five living grandchildren. 

Mr. Wells was a man of unassuming manners, 
kind and hospitable, and his faith in his Church 
and the doctrines it expounded was unbounded. 
The funeral services were held in the Tabernacle, 
and although the weather was extremely incle- 
ment, thousands of people attended the services, 
which were of a most solemn and impressive 
character. 


ILSON I. SNYDER. It isn’t the 
performance or execution of some 
great thing in life that makes a man 
a success ur a valuable citizen in the 
community in which he lives; on the 

it is the careful, vigilant and close 


other hand, 
attention to the most minutgsdetails of everyday 


life that forms the elements of success. Among 
the men who have achieved success by close and 
careful attention to business, should be mentioned 
the subject of this sketch. 


Wilson I. Snyder was born twelve miles south 


of Salt Lake City, on the Jordan river, in 1856. 


He was the son of George G. 
born in Watertown, Jefferson county, New York, 
in 1819. Lis early life was spent on a farm, and 
after attaining his majority, he engaged in the 
potash industry in New York and Canada. In 
1844 he left his native State and went West, 
passing through Chicago, which was then but a 
small, straggling village, and was here offered 


Snyder, who was 


a large tract of land where the most valuable 
property in Chicago now stands, for a yoke of 


